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Medical Liability Crisis Continues;
Kentucky Patients Suffer on Access

A recent study by the Kentucky Institute of Medicine found that medical liability litigation against
doctors is a key factor in the state's need for more physicians.

Kentucky's "litigious atmosphere™ has caused doctors there to decide to retire early or move
elsewhere.

Aggressive plaintiffs' lawyers in the state have targeted health care providers. That targeting has
deterred other doctors from locating their practices in Kentucky.

The result: A mounting problem of patient access to a doctor’s care.

Runaway medical lawsuits have left Kentuckians short of providers. The state’s predatory trial
bar has helped caused real accessibility problems for suffering patients.

The Kentucky situation proves that litigiousness carries a heavy cost.

When trial lawyers persistently go after doctors, hospitals and other health care providers as
"deep pockets,"” the eventual cost comes in there being fewer medical providers in the area.

The report said Kentucky needs 2,300 more physicians. That would bring the state's doctor-to-
population ratio up to the national average.

Kentucky has 214 doctors per 100,000 people. Nationally, the state average is 268 per 100,000.
The Bluegrass State ranks 32nd among the 50 states on this scale. Rural areas are hardest hit.
An excess of lawsuits contributes to there being fewer doctors. Fewer doctors translates into
patients finding themselves unable to get the care they need in as timely a fashion.

- MORE -

Legislation is needed to fix the legal system. It presently allows plaintiffs’ lawyers to file frivolous



lawsuits without penalty. If crisis states like Kentucky are to see improvement, then balance has
to be restored to the legal system.

The "Physician Workforce Study" recommended that Kentucky reverse the low supply of
physicians by "improv[ing] the medical liability environment™ in Kentucky.

The Kentucky Medical Association has voiced support for fixing "the state's broken medical
liability system, which encourages frivolous lawsuits and forces physicians to stop practicing in
Kentucky."

Action at both the state and federal levels would help tremendously to alleviate a chronic,
growing problem. Litigation may promise big-dollar payouts to a lucky few — and always the
lawyers — but it leaves most patients and medical consumers holding the bag.

As Kentucky has seen, unmerited medical liability lawsuits carry a high cost. Most people,
including patients and health care providers, would prefer to have balance restored to the legal
system. Most people would opt for ready access to the medical care they need over the ability to
sue doctors and hospitals frivolously. Both Congress and state legislatures need to act.
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