April 25, 2017

The Honorable Lamar Alexander
Chairman
Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Honorable Susan Collins
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Alexander, Murray, Collins and Shaheen,

The Honorable Patty Murray
Ranking Member
Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Thank you for consideration of the National Clinical Care Commission Act by the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee on April 26, 2017. Our organizations, representing physicians, allied health professionals, patients,
community health organizations and industry, strongly support this legislation and urge its passage by unanimous
consent in the Senate as soon as possible so it can be enacted this year.

We firmly believe enactment of the National Clinical Care Commission Act will help the nation undertake more proactive
and innovative approaches to diabetes and its disease complications, which represent the most significant insulinrelated metabolic or autoimmune diseases we face as a nation. The United States spends $322 billion annually
controlling the high blood glucose levels that characterize diabetes and the cardiac, nerve, kidney, eye and newly
recognized cancer-related complications of these diseases. Given this annual level of spending, the nation cannot
afford to be complacent and accept inefficiencies and inconsistent policies as part of the federal response.

By establishing a private-public Commission to make recommendations to improve the coordination and
implementation of federal clinical care activities, the National Clinical Care Commission Act will change the status quo
from agencies working in silos to a coordinated national response to diabetes, through the expertise of clinical
endocrinologists, specialists, health care professionals and patients. The clinical training and expertise in diabetes and
other insulin-related metabolic and autoimmune diseases of a clinical endocrinologist is what is needed to lead the
Commission in the Chairperson role. With a clinical endocrinologist as Chair and representatives from other medical
specialties and healthcare professions, such as cardiology, nephrology, eye care professionals, diabetes educators,
dietitians, nutrition professionals, pharmacists, patients, and primary care, the Commission created under this legislation
will help to ensure that new innovative medications and devices, such as the artificial pancreas, are effectively translated
to the clinical setting, getting to patients who need them most.
Through innovation, collaboration, and application of advances in care, this initiative will improve the lives of the tens of
millions of Americans living with diabetes, while simultaneously beginning to reduce the staggering impact of diabetes
and its disease complications. These two critical objectives unite our organizations in support of the National Clinical
Care Commission Act and we thank you for your leadership in advancing this legislation.
Sincerely,
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